Re Antje Matthaus

| strongly recommend Miss Matth&us for study in the United States at one of her institutions of
choice and for her field of study. | met Miss Matthaus in the fall semester of 1996, when | was on
a combined research/teaching Fulbright fellowship at the Martin Luther University. She attended
my seminar on the commercial aspects of the 18th century Great Awakening and worked with me
as a highly competent and reliable research assistant. Although my other students were likewise
bright and competent, there is no question in my mind that Miss Matthaus was far more highly
motivated and willing to work well beyond the normal demands placed on a studentische
Hilfskraft. | was particularly impressed by her excellent command of English, her drive, and her
ability to provide word processing and computing support, some of it quite sophisticated. She
also wrote--and revised to my full satisfaction-- an excellent and well researched paper on a field
entirely outside her previous experience (the North American book trade) and aggregated the
secondary literature in written and graphical formats that | have been happy to use, with
appropriate credit, in a forthcoming book. Her personal behavior, appearance and manners are
very impressive and speak well for a generation that was largely reared in a closed society.

And it is in this regard that | feel she deserves very serious consideration by your
organization. | was able to work in the former East Germany in academic settings at Berlin and
Halle through a variety of scientific research exchanges. | am very aware of the difficulties of
transition encountered by the several cohorts of students who finished high school and entered
the University under a very different set of academic and teaching circumstances than their West
German peers. Miss Matthaus is at the younger end of this cohort and has apparently used the
new opportunities of exchange very well, as shown by her numerous stays abroad and above all
her academic year in the United States. It is my reading of many of her contemporaries that the
American teaching environment still can offer them as liberating and integrating an experience as
it did for several generations of West German students who were able to return well prepared
both academically and socially to take their place in German society. | feel very strongly that the
excellent grades Miss Matthaus has received in American settings and from American professors
reflect this difference in student-teacher relationships and expectations. In the present case, my
own assessment of her abilities is driven by her free and inquisitive mind and her extraordinary
ability to work to deadlines and with unfamiliar material.

I therefore strongly support her application both on personal and academic grounds. Miss
Matthgus is a young and in many ways still unformed person who would benefit immensely from
the attention available at even large American universities. | feel strongly that she would avail
herself fully from the opportunities of your program and return to take a full and self-assured
place in her homeland.

i wish her success in her application and in her studies.
Renate Wilson, Ph.D
Adjunct Associate Professor
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