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3. A careful and confidential analysis or opinion of the applicant’s character, intellectual ability,
adaptability, seriousness of purpose and professional standing should be given in the space below.

In assessing the abilities of Antje Matthdus whom | have known both as a student
and as an assistant | would like to stress above all the seriousness in pursuing her
academic career. When she began her studies in Halle, the English Department
was not yet in good shape and the School of Ecocomics was in the process of being
built up. In order to achieve excellence, much depended on the students' initiative
and on individual, unguided reading and study. In spite of serious odds, Antje
Matthaus reached a high level of proficiency in English and a broadly based grasp
of the major issues in the fields of American history and cultural studies. Ms.
Matthaus' independence should also be favorably mentioned. It is rare for students
at East German universities to challenge their professors, to surprise them even

with unconventional ideas which, however, in her case have a firm theoretical base.

Ms. Matthaus' written work was always excellent. Oral performance in class | would
also rate highly. Howevef, her best contributions often came only in response to
direct questioning. Antje Matthaus is somewhat shy and tends to adopt a low profile
posture in class and in public. And yet, when | asked her to run the conference
office for the 1997 annual meeting of the German Association for American Studies
in Freiburg (a conference attended by well over 200 scholars) her quiet self-
assurance and competence was noticed and favorably commented upon by several
participants. As a student helper, Antja ‘Matthéus worked as an accountant for the
GAAS with special resonsibility for our publication American Studies Journal. Here,

too, | could at all times completely rely cn her.

| think that Ms. Matthaus would do well in the open atmosphere of an American

graduate school and that she deserves a fellowship.
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